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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions (and listings) of claims without prejudice 
in the application. 

Listing of Clafms 

1-18 (canceled) 

19. (currently amended) In a contract manufacturing framework, a method of providing 
access to services comprising: 

providing a database Including a request for proposal ("RFP'O mechanism, a 
nondisclosure agreement mechanism, a plurality of service provider data structures 
and a plurality of manufacturer data structures, wherein each service provider data 
structure includes a description of service provided by a particular service provider, 
and wherein each manufacturer data structure includes a description of offerings of a 
particular manufacturer; 

Identifying a particular data structure based on a request for proposal from a user 
utilizing the request for proposal mechanism, wherein the user is a service provider 
or a manufacturer; 

receiving nondisclosure agreement data from the user; 

a&ring_e atologing the nondisclosure agreement data in the database with the 
nondisclosure agreement mechanism for later retrieval of the nondisclosure 
agreement data ; and 

affording network-based project management services to the user based on the 
request for proposal and the identified data structure, wherein affording project 
management services includes managing assets in a network-based supply chain, 
including optimizing use of service provider assets and manufacturer assets and 
providing maintenance and service of service provider assets and manufacturer 
assets. 
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20. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 19, further including the step of 
tracking a status of manufacturing processes performed by the identified service 
provider. 

21. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 19, further including the step of 
allowing the user to inquiry service engineers. 

22. (previously presented) A method as recited In claim 19, further including the step of 
allowing the user to inquiry service chemists, 

23. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 19, wherein the database is 
accessed utilizing the Internet. 

24. (canceled) 

25. (currently amended) A computer program embodied on a computer readable 
medium for providing supply chain/workflow services in a contract manufacturing 
framework comprising; 

a code segment for providing a database including a request for proposal ("RFP") 
mechanism and a plurality of service provider data structures and a plurality of 
manufacturer data structures, wherein each service provider data structure includes 
a description of service provided by a particular service provider, and wherein each 
manufacturer data structure includes a description of offerings of a particular 
manufacturer; 

a code segment for identifying a particular data structure based on a request for 
proposal from a user utilizing the request for proposal mechanism, wherein the user 
Is a service provider or a manufacturer; 

a code segment for receiving nondisclosure agreement data from the user; 

a code segment for storinq cata l oging the nondisclosure agreement data in the 
database with the nondisclosure agreement mechanism for later retrieval of the 
nondisclosure agreement data ^ and 
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a code segment for affording network-based project management services to the 
user based on the request for proposal and the Identified data structure, wherein 
affording project management services includes managing assets In a network-based 
supply chain, including optimizing use of service provider assets and manufacturer 
assets and providing maintenance and service of service provider assets and 
manufacturer assets. 

26-30, (canceled) 

31. (currently amended) In a contract manufacturing framework, a method of providing 
access to services comprising: 

logic for providing a database including a request for proposal ("RFP") mechanism 
and a plurality of service provider data str^jctures and a plurality of manufacturer 
data structures, wherein each ser»/ice provider data stmcture Includes a description 
of service provided by a particular service provider, and wherein each manufacturer 
data structure includes a description of offerings of a particular manufacturer; 

logic for Identifying a particular data structure based on a request for proposal from 
a user utilizing the request for proposal mechanism, wherein the user Is a service 
provider or a manufacturer; 

logic for receiving nondisclosure agreement data from the user; 

logic for Storing cataloging the nondisclosure agreement data in the database with 
the nondisclosure agreement mechanism for later retrieval of thP n^ nrii^riny,..^ 
aareemenf^at-a; ^nd 

logic for affording network- based project management services to the user based on 
the request for proposal and the Identified data structure, wherein affording project 
management seivlces Includes managing assets in a network-based supply chain, 
Including optimizing use of sen/ice provider assets and manufacturer assets and 
providing maintenance and service of service provider assets and manufacturer 
assets. 

32-36. (canceled) 
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37. (withdrawn) A method for providing □ controct mQnufactun'ng framework comprisin §^ 

^ prov i d i ng a dDtoboso having informat i on on q plura li ty of acrvicQ prov i ders; 

^ using ooid dotabosc to match a user to a scrvioo provider oolccted fro FB 

among so l d plura li ty of service providers based on gorv i ccs provided by t »te 
se l ected Gorv i cc prov i der; 

^^3" — prov i ding supply chain/workflow sorviccs for serviccg provided by the GOrv i cc 
p fHjviders; 

^ al i ow i ng the uocr occoQg to techn i cal scrv i CQQ concerning OGrvrccg prov i ded by 

the GGrvicc prov i ders uti l ising the data b ase; and 

^ prov i ding tranoact i on sorviccs to the user uti l iz i ng a request for cconomie 

tranooct i on proposal mechanism and o nondrscioourc agroomont mechanism 
located on the database, 

38. (withdrawn) lAr mcthod aa recited tn claim 37, where i n the step of match i ng the user 
to a service provider Inc i udoa query i ng the database us i ng request data from th e 
tt gcr, ident i fying particular scrvloe provider information based on the request data, 
and sending the user the i dentified service prov i der information^ 

39. (withdrawn) A method as recited In claim 37, where i n the step of provid i ng supply 
cham/woricflow sorvioop i ncludes identifying particular serv i ce provid e r i nformation 
based on a request for proposa l from the user ut i lizing the request for propooa l 
mechanism, and affording project management servic e s to the user based on th e 
request for proposal and the identified service provider i nformation, 

40. (withdrawn) A method aa rec i ted in claim 37, wherein the stop of allowing the user 
access to t e chn i co l scrvicoa i ncfudes identifying particular serv i ce provider 
i nformation based on a request data from the user, where i n the part i culor serv i ce 
prov i der information i ncludes i nformation concern i ng procoso design serv i ces^ and 
s end i ng the user data concerning process design serv i ces util i zing the Identified 
sorviQQ prov i der i nformation ? 
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41. (withdrawn) A method qg recited in cla i m 37, whorc l n the stop of providing 
tronaaction sorviccg includGo creating a request for on econom i c trongqct i on prep egal 
ut i lizing the requoot for econom i c transact i on propoGo l mechan i Gm, rece i v i ng 
nondlGc l oouro agreement data from the us e r, and catalog i ng the nond i sclosure 
a greement data utilizing a nond i sclosure agreement mochan i gm. 

42. (withdrawn) A method as recited in cla i m 3 7, wherein said plurality of acrvicc 
p Hjv i dcra is □ p l urality of chem i cal contract manufacturing servlOQ providers ? 

43. (withdrawn) A computer readab l e med i um having computer code wr i tten therein 
capable of caus i ng a general purpose computer to imp l ement the method of c l aim 
377 

44. (withdrawn) In a contract manufacturing framework, a method of provid i ng access to 
services compris i ng ! 

^ providing a dQtobasc including a p l ura l^ fey of Gcrvicc prov i der data struct u res, 

where i n each s erv i ce prov i der data structure i ncludes a description of a 
particular gcrvicc provider; 

querying the database using request data from a user; 

Identify i ng a particular sorvico provider data structure from among said 

p l ura li ty of gcrvicc provider data structures based on the request data, 
where i n the porticu l ar serv i ce provider dato structure IncludOG information 
concern i ng procesa des i gn sorv i oos; 

send i ng the user informat i on oonccrn i ng process des i gn services ut i lizing the 

I dentified service provider data structurou 

45. (withdrawn) Ar mcthod as recited in cla i m <I 4 ^ wherein th e i d e nt i fied service provider 
^ ta structure i ncludes i nformat i on concerning optim i zat i on servic es ; 

46. (withdrawn) A method as recited in c l aim 44 , wh e r ein- thc ident i fied scrvicea provider 
dato structure inc l udes information concerning technical experts ovoilob i c for 
consu l tation. 
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47. (withdrawn) A method ao recited i n claim 11> wherein tho tochnico l experts ova l te ble 
for consultation include engineering consu l tat i on services r 
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